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:Oitlhre fortunate - much of your soil is relatively flat, well-drained and easy 10 faert béc ds more tile;
& sand knob that blows, That farm you picked up three years 390 stayswe. 40acresusedam
Put the landlord isn' ready to invest in it. And the previous operator of Uncle e rface that crusts.
i and. field cultivator, leaving varying density layers beneath a POOFW‘S"ucerd . eaknesses by varying
Of\‘E“SIZe-ﬁts-au farming doesn’t work for all those situations. You already manage ¥ or more additional
hybrlds,. Population, planting date and pest control measures. Now you're ready to addr:i':: Ken Ferrie calls
Production systems to accommodate soil conditions - what Farm Journal Field Ai’?anr;mg‘ ~By Darrell Smith
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ystems management. Here are some tips to complete the final step into precisio [\

1. MOVE ALL YOUR FEL 3 CHOOSEASYSTEN TOMRMACE
oswT0 o rhestsraistouust  SCRISEECCL e o

. t_u"E“““l FORMAT MUST BE COMPATIBLE
and cév'eitcriz;)tsll:[r;rtiial tilla.ge‘ oeralesiyeress gl LEL 01 FO::?r::pfli:ld is well drained
averticalformat v ork on §0|l in no-till soybeans into corn stalks to B - approveS), no-till
makeh Perris sa- llJchan mix and ' obtain the benefits of no-till. The .(an i last tillage
westhstnrsven ys. “For exampl.e, if  nextyearyourunafield cultivator it. Re;ne‘f ) n'o-till st be with a
e d by s YOlf from running before planting corn to save money pass. eror
; ge tooliin the fall, you on weed control and get faster vertical tool.

can strip-till or no-tillin the spring. emergence. You now have corn

Ifyouimplement a new system, growing on a horizontal layer. Corn » If a field is wet, and crop emer-
such as strip-till or no-till, on soil roots will grow along the top of the gence is a challenge, strip-till or run
with layers of varying density, you dense layer, rather than pushing row fresheners to prepare a strip
are using only part of a system. You through it. Water will spread out on for planting.
probably won't realize the maximum  top of the layer instead of penetrat-
benefit,"” he adds. ing into the soil. » If drainage is moderate, and

Avertical format means remov- "So you saved money up front, afield is slow to dry, run a vertical
ing all horizontal barriers and not but you probably will harvest less harrow ahead of your planter.
putting them back in. "These bar- grain,” Ferrie says. "A compatible
riers are created by a toolsuchas a option would have been to apply » If a field has poor soil health or
moldboard plow, disk or soil finisher a fall burndown herbicide after structure, and the surface crusts
that creates an abrupt change in harvesting soybeans and make one and runs together, plant cover crops
bulk density,” Ferrie explains. pass in the spring with a vertical and no-till or strip-till. S

harrow to dry the field. That would
preserve a vertical environment for
roots and water.”
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